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It's been a year of major events around the
world. The world as we knew it has changed:
for better or for worse, but forever, for sure.

The Brexit referendum and the unexpected
US election results caught the world by
surprise and the ongoing Syrian war is
having a serious impact everywhere.

Nearer home, Demonitisation, with the best
of intentions has unleashed hardship on
both the rural and urban economy, and while
the lofty ideals are applauded, the final
outcome of this major exercise is still to be
assessed.

All these happenings affect NGOs like WIT,
perhaps on a minor scale, but there is no
option except to accept the changes and
move on.

The wonderful news, though, is that WIT is
on the brink of celebrating its Golden
Anniversary. An exciting time for us to
anticipate and to celebrate in a grand way.
Reaching this landmark is also a matter of
pride as from small beginnings we have
grown through many generations, fostering
educational, economic and professional
changes in women. Plans for our 50th are in
the making and will be announced very
soon!

BEST  WISHES  FOR 2017
This issue sponsored by

WIT sincerely thanks HSBC for their spontaneous and generous support - always
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WIT AND A FAST CHANGING WORLD



Founder's Day is always an occasion we

look forward to at WIT. This annual

event is celebrated with great

c a m a ra d e r i e , e n t h u s i a s m a n d

excitement. A really joyful !me as

guests, members of the Governing

Body, all staff, students and women

workers come together this once in the

FOUNDER'S DAY

N W F WITEW HEELS OR

Finally, a#er almost a year, WIT is now back on the road

thanks to the special gi# of a brand new Tata Motors van

from Volkart Founda!on India Trust.

This past year, WIT products have been picked up and

delivered to Panvel and in and around Mumbai, at great

expense and inconvenience. Now once again with the

new van orders from dealers are promptly dispatched,

WIT shops are regularly stocked, and staff and students

ferried around as required. What a relief!

A Big Thank You to Volkart Founda!on India Trust for the

sleek new van and also for the support extended from

!me to !me for the Auxiliary Nursing Course conducted

at Panvel since 1983.
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year, to celebrate and honour our dear Founder‐

Chairman Kamila Tyabji, who started WIT in 1968 with

nothing except a dream and a personal dona!on of

Rs.10,000.

Today WIT has the privilege of owning excellent

infrastructure in Tardeo, Mahim and Panvel, a reputed

brand image for its tex!les and food products, a one‐of‐a‐

kind polytechnic, the Kamila Tyabji WIT Centre, Panvel,

and of course the priceless and intangible asset of all our

beneficiaries and students, who have passed through

WIT's portals from 1983.

This year, Chief Guest, , Deputy Governor RBIUsha Thorat

(Retd), reiterated the importance of women obtaining a

good educa!on and acquiring sound skills to earn a

livelihood to support their families. She herself is a shining
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Usha Thorat visits the Exhibi!on put up by the Teacher's

Training students on teaching aids designed and created by

them

Transport of joy…our new 10 seater cum goods carrier

example of a woman who reached the top in the banking

profession, formerly dominated by men.

Lively performances by the Nursing and Teacher's Training

students li#ed the spirits and added to the fun.

Lunch, as always, was a lavish affair bringing to an end a

very enjoyable and memorable celebra!on.

Kamila Tyabji
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Produc!on Supervisor for all s!tched, appliqué,

embroidered as well as block‐prin!ng work at WIT

Mahim. She is also in charge of Stores and Purchases.

Perween started working full‐!me at WIT as a sales girl in

1983, and had the privilege of training under Kamila

Tyabji for several years.

Since then she has come a long, long way and remained a

loyal and vital part of WIT and all its ac!vi!es.

She was awarded a Cer!ficate for Applique Design in

1996 in recogni!on of her striking innova!ons and a

Special Award on WIT's 45th Anniversary.

A mother of two, Perween has single‐handedly educated

her children and helped her son become a graduate. Her

daughter follows in her footsteps and works from home

for WIT doing beau!ful and very elaborate appliqué

work.

While she acknowledges her brother's support all along,

Perween believes it is WIT that has given her the

confidence to stand on her own two feet and achieve

success. WIT is a unique organisa!on and we are proud

to a$ ract bright and commi$ ed workers and staff alike.
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P ' SERWEEN S TORY

A#er comple!ng her SSC she went to the village where a

rela!ve saw her through her 11th and 12th Std. At this

point she was at the crossroads and did not know where

to turn or what to do.

And this is where WIT stepped in.

She was enrolled in the Paramedical Course on a full WIT

scholarship which gave her free tui!on, boarding and

lodging. At first Meghana found the Course tough going

but she was determined not to give up. She soon started

enjoying her classes and before she knew it she had

completed the course in the First Division with flying

colours. She also learnt spoken English and basic

computers at WIT.

Twenty year old Meghana's first job is with Dr Oza's

hospital. She gives most of her salary to her aunt with

whom she stays, keeps very li$ le for herself. She makes

sure to save for the monthly instalment to pay the WIT

interest‐free scholarship loan so that it may benefit other

students like her in future. (Meghana has already paid

back 20% of the loan).

Meghana is full of gra!tude to WIT for inves!ng in her

future.

We wish her every success and the confidence to chase

even bigger dreams!

M ' SEGHANA S TORY

Perween Ansari's story is very

interes!ng and also very

inspiring.

She started with WIT a#er

comple!ng her S S C as a

home‐based s!tching worker

at the tender age of 18. Today,

a#er 30 years she is the

T h e y h a v e a l l m a d e

outstanding contribu!ons

to our development and

reputa!on.

Bravo Perween! We salute

your dedica!on and sterling

contribu!on.

This is a story of a young girl's

determina!on and dreams.

Meghana Pa!l lost her parents

before she turned one. An aunt

(no blood rela!on) brought her

up with great financial difficulty

but when she reached the 8th

Std she was sent to a shelter

home.

A sample of

Perween’s handiwork
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A N & M CUXILIARY URSING IDWIFERY OURSE

WIT's Auxiliary Nursing and Midwifery (ANM) course, a

two‐year residen!al course with 40 students in two

batches, con!nues to provide HSC qualified girls with a

great career opportunity. Students find lucra!ve jobs on

comple!on and are also afforded a chance to con!nue

their studies at a more advanced level if they wish to do

so.

Both ANM and the Paramedical students have been

undergoing prac!cal training at Paramount, Lifeline and

Prachin Hospitals in Panvel. All three are rated for

outstanding pa!ent care and advanced medical

treatment.

As part of their curricula, students are expected to

educate the women of the community on different

health issues concerning themselves and their children.

Students instructed women in health educa!on at Navi

Mumbai Municipal Hospital in the labour ward, ante

natal, post natal and neonatal wards.

They par!cipated in a Diagnos!cs Camp at CKT College

and celebrated Breast Feeding Week with a poster

compe!!on.

A visit to the Water Filtra!on Plant at Bhokarpada was

also an important and very informa!ve field trip.

All students of the ANM Course found good jobs as soon

as they completed their course.

Capgemini has also been funding part of the expenses of

the ANM course last year.

The Hostel was upgraded with new bunker beds through

the support of Samson Mari!me; extensive repairs to the

Hostel were undertaken through the support of the A H

Wadia Trust.

Paramedical Students: Class of 2016

P CARAMEDICAL OURSE

The Paramedical Course, which started last year with full

sponsorship from Capgemini, as part of their Corporate

Social Responsibility Programme, has successfully

completed the first year. CEO Shyamla Nath has made a

great effort to ensure that this has happened and

deserves credit for it.

All 10 students have passed, one of them with Dis!nc!on

and the rest with a First Class. And the best news is that

all 10 have found good jobs almost immediately.

WIT is truly grateful to Capgemini for complemen!ng our

efforts in suppor!ng the new courses in Nursing Care and

Health Care Assistants, both vitally important for

improving the woefully inadequate facili!es at both the

rural and urban levels.

Auxiliary Nursing and Midwifery students listen with rapt

a$ en!on to an Anatomy class



P CARAMEDICAL OURSE
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NURSERY AND CRECHE TEACHERS TRAINING COURSE

WORKSHOPS, AWARENESS PROGRAMMES & MORE

� The 'We Care Team' from Capgemini conducted a

Resume Wri!ng, Mock Interview and Grooming

Workshop for Paramedical and Teacher's Training

students on 3rd May at Panvel.

� WIT now has a fully func!onal Computer Lab with

internet and printers for students to learn, research

and do their assignments. It was equipped with 6

computers donated by Capgemini and 6 computers

from Ipca Laboratories.

� An MOU with NIIT Founda!on has been signed for

conduc!ng the NIIT Basic IT Module Course for

Teacher's Training, Paramedical and ANM students.

60 students will undergo training and will receive the

N I I T Founda!on cer!fica!on on successful

comple!on of the course.

� Forty Teacher's Training and Paramedical students

have completed the elementary spoken English

sessions under the 'Kings Learning' programme.

� WIT now has a Library with over 900 books,

magazines and newspapers for our students and staff

from the Teacher's Training, Paramedical and ANM

Courses. Library cupboards and most of the books

totaling Rs. 1.5 lakhs have been donated by

Capgemini.

� WIT is conduc!ng a monthly Teaching Aids Workshop

for 60 Aaganwadi Teachers from Uran District to

upgrade their exis!ng skill sets.

� Teacher's trainees made educa!onal visits to

Muktangan School, ETC Special School and Waldorf

School to get an exposure to newer methods of

teaching. They will visit SOS Children's Villages at

Alibag. The trainees have also a$ ended Workshops on

Puppet‐making, Ac!ng, Music and Movement, Story

Telling and Origami.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Over the years WIT has been reaching out to different

communi!es at different loca!ons to benefit many more

women and children.

� Tailoring and Embroidery classes were held for

women at Vikroli, in associa!on with REAP. Classes

are ongoing at Powai, in associa!on with Rotary

Lakers and at Village Kholke in associa!on with

Bethany Trust.

� On 5th May, WIT held its first Career Mela for the

community at the Panvel Centre. It was well a$ ended

by prospec!ve students and parents. Some students

registered on‐the‐spot for WIT courses such as

Teacher's Training, Paramedical and ANM.

� WIT has been connec!ng with various NGO

associa!ons, hospitals, shelter homes, schools and

colleges in Raigad district to draw in more and more

students.

� Personality Development sessions for Teacher's

Training and Paramedical students were conducted by

Filmmaker, Nawneet Ranjan.

� Diabe!c Checks for all WIT women were conducted by

Young Concepts, Wellness Division.

� From 8‐17 February an entrepreneurial workshop was

conducted for 15 women on ‘How to set up a Micro

Business’, in associa!on with Dyasha Hampton (Yoga

Co op, Utah, USA).

� In August, WIT in associa!on with Prayas, conducted a

15‐day workshop on newspaper bag‐making for under

trial women inmates in Kalyan prison.

The one‐year course, affiliated to the SNDT Women's

University is ideal for students who have cleared the SSC

examina!on. It gives them a valuable qualifica!on to

secure a steady job or start their own Nursery or Creche

for kids.

Last year 10 students qualified from the WIT Centre at

Panvel and most have found gainful employment.This

year the course is being run not only at the Kamila Tyabji

WIT Centre, Panvel, but also at Mahim with a total of 27

students. No small achievement!
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� WIT regularly hosts groups from Gandhi Legacy

Tours, which are arranged by Arun Gandhi, grandson,

and Tushar Gandhi, great grandson of Mahatma

Gandhi. They also visit other ins!tutes and NGOs

promo!ng Gandhian philosophy and principles. WIT

looks forward to the next Gandhi Legacy Tour group

which is scheduled for a visit on 30th December.

� Prayas, the NGO from Tata Ins!tute of Social

Sciences, visited the WIT Centre, Panvel during the

year. The NGO works closely with women prisoners.

Good taste runs in

Anjol ie Advani 's

family. ”WIT jams

and marmalades are

full of fruit and have

such an authen!c

( n o t s y n t h e !c )

taste…they've been

a favo u r i te w i t h

three genera!ons of

my family”

Dilhar Gohel who lives between Ahmedabad and San

Francisco has been coming to the WIT Shop every single

year for the past 17 years. “I stock up on my table linen

and also on gi#s for friends…WIT's colourful hand

blocked prints add an Indian elegance to my homes”

Zarin Wadia from Mumbai shops at WIT for her daughter

Farinaz who lives in Oregon (USA). This year Farinaz

wanted blue curtain panels for her study. Farinaz's

friends request her for table linen, bedspreads, runners

made from WIT's high quality co$ ons in classic prints.

“Best of all, they're so easy to maintain…you can machine

wash them and they come out looking good as new”, says

Zarin

S TALKHOP

V BISITORS OOK
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Apart from the sales at WIT Shops at Tardeo, Mahim

and Panvel, WIT is invited to par!cipate in numerous

sales at different venues throughout the city, which

help enormously to promote WIT products, generate

much‐needed income and publicise its many ini!a!ves.

SALES GALORE
SIES College

St Xavier's College

Oberoi Interna!onal School

Bombay Gymkhana

US Consulate

Indo German Chamber of

Commerce

NGO Sales

BSPCA

American Women's Club

Concern India Founda!on

Maharashtra State Women's

Council

Malcom Baug

Spring Bazaar

Women Graduates Union

Shaila Trust

Help your NGO ‐ CCI

Corporate Sales

Seclore Tecnology

B2xService India

Fulcrum

India First Life Insurance Co

CEAT

Kotak Mahindra Bank

Fino Pay Tech Ltd

Stallent Communica!ons

Capgemini

Axis Bank

HSBC

Essel Group

GOVERNING BODY NEWS

With dynamic as Chairman, WIT is fortunate to have a group of versatile membersDhanoo Khusrokhan
who work well together, not only to continue all the multi dimensional activities, but also face up to the many
challenges thrown up from time to time.

Zakia Khatib, one of WIT's Founder members passed away last June. She was a great support to Kamila
Tyabji in the initial years and continued as a Governing Body member till the end.

Joy Kapadia, though not on the Governing Body, joined WIT in 1984 and was always a very enthusiastic
and resourceful worker. She retired from WIT two years before she passed away in January 2016. She is
missed by all.

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS
Indu Shahani President
Dhanoo Khusrokhan Chairman
Dolat Kotwal Chairman Emeritus

Dinoo Parakh       Shama Phadke        Irmela Futehally       Dip! Singh      Lyla Mehta    Ferzana Khanna Invitee

Vidya Ranadive Vice Chairman
Abha Mundra Hon Treasurer

Members

Home Sales

Many members of Friends of WIT and others open up

their homes to help WIT increase its turnover so that

more work can be provided to more women.  This year

we hear!ly thank the following:

Dina Daver

Bindu Du$ a

Abha Mundra

Sudipta Mundra

Ins!tu!onal Sales

Taj WellingtonMews

Government Law College

DSB Interna!onal School

YWCA

SNDT College

NMIMS College

Na!onal Stock Exchange

S P Jain Ins!tute of

Management & Research

Lanxess India

Firmenich Aroma!cs

India Pvt Ltd

Novar!s

Ruchika Lifestyle

L&T Financial Services

Abbo$ Healthcare Private

Limited

Sanofi India

CII

L'Oreal India

Bank of Baroda

Trident Hotel

Percept Limited

Centrum

Evershine Millennium Paradise

Standard Chartered Bank

Quin!les

Marico

Crisil Founda!on

Khaitan & Company

Walchand Capital Ltd

IL&FS Financial Services Ltd

Ugam Solu!ons

Lupin Limited
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We thank each one of our very large‐

hearted donors who make it possible

for WIT to help women fly high and

realise their dreams of becoming

financially independent:

Volkart Founda!on India Trust (New Van)

Allcargo Logis!cs Ltd

Capgemini

Ci!bank

Alco Company Pvte Ltd

Sir Ratan Tata Trust

Global Offshore Services Ltd

M K Tata Trust

Samson Mari!me Ltd

Diebold So#ware Services

A G Family Trust

Sunrich Realtors Private Limited

Dhanoo Khusrokhan

Hari Mundra

Bai Alamai & Seth

Ardeshir Tala! and Seth

Sarosh B Modi Charity Trust

Russi Mistry

The Mehran Edulji Billimoria Charity Trust

Margaret Mehta

Seth Kersasp Meherjibhoy Mistry Public

Charity Trust

Maharookh Forbes

Raj Bha!a

Gandhi Group

Keki Golvala

Hoshie Malgham

Saleem Lakshmanan Ganapathi

Katgara Founda!on

Shubhada Mundul

Bindu Du$ a

Shirin Irani

Neeta Chadha

Hilla Kanga

Yazdi Tantra

Nikhil Bhandare

INDUS Interna!onal

Byramjee Founda!on

Lotus Trust

Lok Prakashan Ltd

Idaho Yoga Corpora!on

Culturally Curious Group

Women's Medicare Organisa!on

Marathon 2016 Donors

WIT stalwarts Dhanoo Khushrokhan, Abha

Mundra and Hilloo Damkevala kept the

WIT flag flying high at the annual Standard

Chartered Marathon. Thank you to all the

following who backed WIT

A G Family Trust

K V Kamath

A BIG THANK YOU, DONORS!
Nadir Godrej

Purviz R Shroff

Hemendra Kothari Founda!on

Farrokh Kavarana

Champion Seals & Packings Pvt Ltd

Saroj Narwekar

Nikhil & Behnaz Bhandare

Navaz Patuck

Mahakhurshid Byramjee

Dhan Palkhivala

Maharook Forbes

Dolly Sagar

Shirin Sabavala

Deepa Kothari

Arun Kumar Sanghi

Lyne$ e Saldanha

Hari Mundra

Chandra Singh Lodha

Minnie Dastur

Roshan Kanga

Jehangir Damkevala

Zal Damkevala

Hilloo Damkevala

Pravin Gandhi

Dr Rumi Jehangir

Nona Advani

Fa!ma Begum Jasdanwalla

Khorshed Bahadurji

Dilnavaz Variava

Homi Commissariat

Rukhsheen Billimoria

Mary Behlihomji

Shernaz Dara Mehta

Sanjay Sahgal

Anita Jarvis

Simone Tata

Khursheed Lam

Heena Sheth

Parikh Group Charitable Trust

Homa Pe!t

Veera Udwadia

Shireen Sethna

Rustam Kumana

Zarin Dubash

Katgara Founda!on

Gooloo Panthaki

Rhoda Minina

Roshan Havaldar

Shirin Lalwani

Roshan Batliboi

Tarifa Barma

Fa!ma Colaco

Indira Bhavnani

Dr Dinesh Da#ary

Maharukh Batliwalla

Piroja Modi

Jeroo Zaiwalla

Dina Daver

Dorab Sopariwala

Tanaz Panthaki

Jehangir Patel

Farida Nicholson

Diwan Dalip Rai Kapoor

Khorshed Khamba$ a

Footsteps4Good Donors

Nadeem Kajiji

Chloe Scholes

Richa Ja!a

Aryaman Du$ a

Zahara Kagalwalla

Saakshi Kakar

Aashi Jhaveri

Krish Gupta

Thanks to Jill Beckingham, WIT has

received regular support from

Footsteps4Good

New Life Members

Usha Bhandarkar

Malika Bhandarkar

Anita Chouhan

Ruma Khullar

Sunita Ajay Ramnathkar

Shirin Vevaina
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